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Participants Code of Conduct and Rules

Partl: Introduction
The Role of IDC

Respect and participation are the most important aspects of the competition.

IDC is a multicultural tournament that will include participants from different
countries, ethnicities, and language backgrounds other than English. As such,
participants must take it upon themselves to be inclusive and we encourage
the involvement of schools and coaches in ensuring students uphold this high
standard.

IDC is an inclusive tournament that will include participants of different
abilities and we welcome students who are looking to be highly competitive,
try a new skill or to improve their speaking skills. Debaters and their coaches
must always respect their opponents and conduct themselves ethically. This
includes:

« Debaters and their coaches must not seek to gain an advantage from
information intended for, but not presently available to, their opponents;
and

o -At any time, debaters must not insult, intimate, or otherwise knowingly
offend their opponents or the adjudicator.

Cheating will not be tolerated. As this is an online tournament, we are relying
on the honesty of participants and educational institutions to ensure the
integrity of the Tournament:

« Asareminder to all debaters, coaches, coordinators, and
representatives:

1. Online Research and googling of any kind is prohibited including aid from
generative Al software, including but not limited to Chat GPT;

2. Access to pre-prepared notes of any kind is prohibited;

3. Communication with anyone outside the four allocated speakers during
the preparation time and the debate itself is prohibited - this includes
friends, parents, coaches and any other members of that team who are
not allocated and formally registered to debate in that round;

If any person has reason to believe a member of an opposition team has
engaged in any of the above behaviours, they are to report it to the
adjudication core as soon as it occurs. Further complaints and questions
should also be directed to the tournament coordinator via email
correspondence.

We take allegations of cheating and misconduct extremely seriously and our
options concerning how to proceed with those allegations are maximised if
the behaviour is reported as soon as possible. DO NOT wait until next week. Do
not even wait until the decision has been delivered if the behaviour is noticed
before then. The Adjudication Core is strongly committed to ensuring fair
competition for all participants.

Part Il: Conduct of the Annual Competition
Fomulation of the Competition Draw

The Annual Competition rounds shall take place on Friday evenings during term
4 of the NSW school term. Round dates are also available for reference on the
IDC Website or in the IDC Information Booklet of the year.
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Participants Code of Conduct and Rules

The Annual Competition is using “TabbyCat”- an online tournament software
for the creation of draw. The tabulation link for each division shall be delivered
by email from the IDC Tournament Coordinator no later than 1 week before
the commencement date.

For the compilation of the draw, members’ schools shall be divided into
groups. The number of groups per division may vary depending on the number
of participating members’ schools and time-zone considerations.

The groups shall be formed pursuant to the goal of equalising the standard of
competition across the groups. As such, matchups will be decided randomly
based on the win rate of each team (teams who win the first round will debate
a team who also won the first round in round two, and so on). Consideration
will also be given to whether teams have debated each other before.

If a team wishes to forfeit, their nominated coordinator shall communicate its
intention to forfeit to the IDC Tournament Coordinator via email as soon as
possible to ensure that the adjudicator expecting to adjudicate the now
forfeited debate is given timely.

Composition of Teams

Each debating team shall have at least 3 and not more than 4 members.
« Students must debate in the same team and the same division for the
entirety of the tournament;
« Only students formally registered and listed on the draw can compete;
« Schools may request teams of 5 by email and acceptance will be
determined on a case-to-case basis;

Where a team has four members, the fourth member shall not address the
audience, other than to announce the traditional “vote of thanks” at the
conclusion of the debate.

If speaker substitutions, i.e. students not from the registered team are
required to speak due to unforeseen circumstances, the IDC Tournament
Coordinator must be notified via email no later than 4 pm on the day of
debate.

« Speaker substitutes will not have their names inputted into Tabbycat -
instead coordinators/teams must inform the substitute to elect to speak
under a name that is already registered as part of that team and will
inform the adjudicator of the change before the commencement of the
debate.

Age Divisions - Definiations and Debater Eligibility

The Annual Tournament shall have 3 categories:
1. Primary (Y5-6/Ages 9-11)
2. Junior (Y7-8/Ages 12-14)
3. Senior (Y9-10/Ages 14-16)

Organisation and Conduct Before the Round

The nominated School Coordinator shall ensure compliance with the provisions
of this manual in the conduct of a round of the competition. Prompt
communication with the IDC Tournament Coordinator must be facilitated on
the occurrence of any problems or incidents during the round.
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Prior to the season commencing it is recommended that you check with your
IT department as to whether there will be any issues accessing an externally
provided Zoom link (firewall issues).

The draw with the finalised team match-ups will be available on the
Wednesday of the week of each round (AEDT). Adjudicator allocation will be
finalised closer to the time of each debate. Adjudicators are expected to
check-in on Tabbycat before 1 pm on the day of the debate (AEDT).

Topics will then be disclosed via the online draw tabulation system, ‘Tabbycat’
immediately prior to the preparation time outlined in the ‘Timing’ section of
this information booklet. Teams will have 45 minutes to one hour of
preparation time depending on their categories to prepare their case and
speeches, without the assistance of the internet or their coaches.

Subject to unforeseen delays and rescheduling, all preliminary rounds
of the competition will run as follows:
« The Primary Division shall commence their preparation time at 5 pm for a
duration of 1 hour, and debates at 6 pm; and
o The Junior Division shall commence their preparation time at 6:15 pm for
a duration of 45 minutes, and debates at 7 pm; and
« The Senior Division shall commence their preparation time at 7:15 pm for
a duration of 45 minutes, and debates at 8 pm.

Finals of the competition (Octo-Finals, Quarter-finals, if applicable) will run as
follows:
« The Primary Division shall commence their preparation time at 5 pm for a
duration of 1 hour, and debates at 6 pm; and
« The Junior Division shall commence their preparation time at 6:15 pm for
a duration of 45 minutes, and debates at 7 pm; and
« The Senior Division shall commence their preparation time at 6:15 pm for
a duration of 45 minutes, and debates at 7 pm.

Finals of the competition (Semi-Finals, Grand-Finals) will run as follows:
« The Primary Division shall commence their preparation time at 5 pm for a
duration of 1 hour, and debates at 6 pm; and
« The Junior Division shall commence their preparation time at 6:15 pm for
a duration of 45 minutes, and debates at 7 pm; and
« The Senior Division shall commence their preparation time at 6:15 pm for
a duration of 45 minutes, and debates at 7 pm.

*Octo-Finals and Quarter-Finals will be held back-to-back on the same night.
*Semi-Finals and Grand-Finals will be held back-to-back on the same night.

The Zoom lobby room will be open 30 minutes before preparation time. Teams
are expected to be in the Zoom lobby room with their camera on, microphone
off, and name formatted in the manner described in this information booklet
at least 15 minutes before preparation time is due to start.

Teams/Coaches/Observers must be named in adherence to the following
naming conventions listed before or will not be permitted to enter the Zoom
call. Those who do not adhere by the correct naming conventions will stay in
the Zoom Lobby/Waiting Room until naming corrections are observed.
« Naming for Debaters: [Breakout Room Number] [Team Name] [Speaker
Full Name|[Speaker Position 1/2/3] [Side: Affirmative or Negative]
« Naming for Coaches/Observers: [Breakout Room Number] [Team Name]
[Full Name] [Role: Coach/Observer]
*Remove the|]
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Participants Code of Conduct and Rules

Adjudicators are expected to be in the lobby room with their camera on,
microphone off and name formatted in the manner described in this
information booklet at least 15 minutes before the debate is due to start.

All participants are expected to have a quiet environment, a stable internet
connection, and be dressed in appropriate clothing for joining the debates.

Conduct During Preparation Time

Teams that fail to arrive 5 minutes after the start of preparation time will be
subject to immediate forfeiture unless the Convenor has received notification
from schools on their lateness. Opposition teams in attendance will continue
preparing and preparation time will not be extended.

Teams may only have their three speakers, an optional silent fourth speaker
acting as team advisor present during preparation time in their breakout
room. NO students will be able to prepare in the main meeting room.

Participants will remain on mute with their cameras on for the duration of
preparation time.

« If allmembers are located in the same classroom, the nominated
coordinator should arrange for a laptop for the virtual adjudicator and
have the room set-up so that the adjudicator can clearly see and hear the
speakers.

« If members are not located in the same classroom, teams are
encouraged to use an alternate means of communication such as a group
video call on a device outside of Zoom during this time.

Teams are permitted and encouraged to use online collaborative documents
such as Google Docs to help construct their case and to share ideas with their
teammates. However, students must exclusively write and read their
speeches off paper notes i.e. no digital speeches e.g. on a personal or
collaborative Word document will be accepted.

Timing is subject to rules outlined in 5.05:

« Shall have 45 minutes to 1 hour of preparation time dependent on division

o Shall be allocated to a Zoom breakout room in which NO mobile phones,
portable computers or reference materials shall be brought.

« There will be NO use of external materials such as googling information
about the topic or contact with people outside of a participant’s team
(three to four students, as defined by 3.01) as is present at the
distribution of the topic. This includes teachers and coaches.

Should a team or individual(s) be found acting in contravention of 1.04 by using
the above prohibited technologies or materials, or communicating with a
person external to their team, then the team will be subject to immediate
forfeiture.

« Following the debate, the Convenor or Tournament Coordinator shall be
informed of the incident as soon as possible. Appropriate action will be
taken after the investigation. If cheating allegations are found to be true,
the Adjudication Core has the power to overturn decisions on a case-by-
case basis.

If teams encounter technical issues, they are encouraged to contact their
debating coordinator to resolve them.
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Participants Code of Conduct and Rules

Conduct During the Round

Teams may only have their three speakers, an optional silent fourth speaker
acting as team advisor present. Coaches and observers are not permitted to
be in the view of the camera or seen communicating to their teams before the
conclusion of the debate - this will be investigated as cheating.

Speaking times for the tournament are as follows:

« Speakers in the Primary Category will speak for 2-4 minutes

« Speakers in the Junior Category will speak for 3-5 minutes

« Speakers in the Senior Category will speak for 4-6 minutes
*If any debater is speaking 30 seconds after the time stated in rule 7.02, then
the adjudicator will politely unmute themselves, signaling for the student to
close their speech.

Speakers must exclusively write and read their speeches off paper notesi.e.
no digital speeches e.g. on a personal or collaborative Word document will be
accepted, including any documents from preparation time. NB: Speakers in
teams who are not in the same physical room may type using the Zoom
messaging function to share rebuttal with their teammates. Only in this case
may students type and are still required to handwrite typed content onto their
paper i.e. speakers are not permitted to read rebuttal shared by online
teammates directly off their computer screens.

« Debaters will be asked to hold up their paper to their adjudicators before
their speaking time commences for checking.

« Paper speeches must be entirely handwritten. Students are not
permitted to use paper with pre-printed elements e.g. scaffolding,
structural aids.

o Failure to present their handwritten speeches upon request will be
reported to the CA team and may affect the outcome of the debate.

The IDC Admin Team will send a Google form via email to coordinators seeking
information regarding non-student attendees. Full names of each
coach/partner/teacher/observer attending the debate must be provided to
protect the security of participants. Students, coaches and observers will not
be let into the Zoom meeting if they do not adhere to the correct naming
convention shown below. The Google form may be filled up until 4 pm on the
day of debate. Coaches and Observers not pre-listed on the Google form
responses or submitted past 4 pm will not be let in under any condition.
« Naming for Coaches/Observers: [Breakout Room Number] [Team Name]
[Full Name] [Role: Coach/Observer]
*Remove the|]

All participants must have their camera on, and microphone muted for the
duration of the debate. Speakers and the adjudicator will unmute themselves
when it is their turn to speak.

The responsibility is on debaters to inform their adjudicators as soon as
technology or audio issues begin happening. If a speaker is unable to be heard,
students should speak up straight away and not wait until after the speech has
concluded. If adjudicators were still able to hear the speech, the debate will
progress as normal.

Speakers and adjudicators have a positive obligation to listen to speakers. This
includes active listening to different accents and modes of expression.
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Participants Code of Conduct and Rules

Speakers must behave in a respectful manner towards other speakers,
adjudicators, and audience. Inappropriate language and swearing in the Zoom
call or chat function are strictly prohibited. If a speaker violates this, the
adjudicator will ask the speaker to end their speech and will report the
behaviour to the tournament administrator.

Recording debates through photography (including screenshots) and video
filming is strictly prohibited.

Debaters/Coaches may optionally provide their adjudicator's feedback if they
so wish via their Tabbycat Private URL link sent by the IDC Admin Team to
school coordinators. Feedback, including complaints, should be detailed in
order to be considered.

Speaker Scores and Margins

Speakers will receive a score between 70-80
« The average score for this tournament is 75; a speech scoring 75 in the
Primary Division will differ from a speech scoring 75 in the Senior Division,
which may differ again from a speech scoring 75 at a University Debating
Competition.

Speaker scores are based on persuasiveness (this is a holistic view of manner,
matter, and method which are not judged as separate categories). It is also
important to note that persuasiveness is not a fixed concept. e.g. A persuasive
speech can be loud and forceful, or it could be soft and thoughtful.
« Itisincredibly rare for a speaker to receive a 70 as this is equivalent to a
non-attempt or an anti-persuasive speech.
« Itisalso rare for a speaker to receive an 80 as this is a perfect and
exceptional speech.
« Speakers on the same team or in the same debate can get vastly
different speaker scores

Speakers cannot be penalised for their accent or slight expression difficulties
aligning with rule 1.01 which states that respect and participation are the
most important aspects of fair competition.

The margin is the difference in total speaker scores between the two teams,
thus reflecting how close the debate was.

o 1-2 points: The debate was close

« 3-4 points: The debate was close but clear

« 5-7points: The debate was clear

o 8-10 points: The debate was very clear

« More than 12 points:The debate was exceptionally clear, please double

check the necessity of giving a debate by this margin

Speaker scores are to be determined after the adjudicator has decided the
winner, not before. If necessary, speaker scores should be amended to reflect
the winners, not the other way around.

The team with the highest total number of speaker points wins the debate.
There are no low point wins (where the team with a lower total of speaker
points wins the debate).

Speakers will not find out their speaker score after the rounds. Please do not
ask the adjudicator to disclose the scores.
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Participants Code of Conduct and Rules

Scoring of the Preliminary Rounds and Determination of Finals

The adjudicator shall deliver a formal adjudication at the conclusion of the
debate, preferably no longer than the speaking time allowed to debaters in
that debate for anindividual speech. The adjudicator may also give the
debaters brief additional advice and feedback at the conclusion of the formal
adjudication if she/he thinks it appropriate in the circumstances. The purpose
of the formal adjudication is:
« To explain the reasons behind the decision of a particular debate;
o Toassist debaters in understanding how developments in their own
debating may lead them to win debates in the future;
« Toeducate the audience as to the criteria used for determining the
outcome of a debate, and how these were satisfied in the instant case.

Results will also be available via the online tabulation website “Tabbycat’ the
following week for the perusal school coordinators and teams.

The tournament is adjudicated by experienced debating adjudicators of the
highest calibre. As such, the adjudicator’s decision is final, and will not be
reversed under any circumstances.
o Abuse, belligerence or intimidation directed towards adjudicators is
unacceptable.

At the conclusion of the preliminary rounds, the highest scoring 20% of teams
in each division will qualify for playoff based on total number of wins.
« Speaker scores and margins may also be considered in the case of teams
tying on the same number of wins.
o Each playoff is an elimination round, only the winner progresses to the
next round.
o Playoffs includes Octo-Finals, Quarter-Finals, Semi-Finals and Grand-
Finals
*The percentage of teams in each division that qualify for the playoffs is
approximate and may vary based on the number of teams in each division.
Confirmation of whether the Octo-Finals and Quarter-Finals will be held for
each division will be made after registration ends.

Award for Best Speaker

To be eligible for the Best Speaker Award, students must present a minimum
of 2 speeches.

Topic-Setting

At IDC, we pride ourselves on offering teams unique and innovative topics,
year after year. Careful consideration goes into topic selection and we also
do not involve anyone outside the Adjudication Core to generate or approve
those topics. We acknowledge that teams and their coordinators or
representatives undertake a risk when they enter competitions that do not
screen topics. To clarify what our process as an Adjudication Core is, know
that we consider the following:
« Toeducate debaters in the range of rhetorical techniques which are
available to them;
« Toencourage the development of an awareness of current affairs and
other information;
« To cultivate the sensitive and appropriate discussion of a wide range of
issues;
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« The novelty and enjoyability of the subject matter the topic concerns,
whether it is thought-provoking, unique and likely to result in an enjoyable
debate for both teams and spectators;

« The balance of the topic, whether the topic in its construction presents an
unfair burden to either side;

« The overall appropriateness of the subject matter, whether the subject
matter is likely to pose a reasonable risk to any debater’s wellbeing;

« The age of the debaters in the particular division, and the likelihood that it
may ameliorate or exacerbate any of the above concerns surrounding
enjoyability, balance and appropriateness.
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